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SUB J : AUSTRALIAN CANDIDACY FOR EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, UNEP 
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1 . DR. DONALD F. MCMICHAEL, WELL AND FAVORABLY KNOWN 
TO EMBOFF (SCIENCE LIAISON OFFICER). UNTIL RECENT 
DEPARTMENTAL RESHUFFLE BY FRASER GOVERNMENT, MCMICHAEL 
WAS SECRETARY (PERMANENT HEAD) OF DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT (DE). FRASER GOVERNMENT AMALGAMATED DE 
AND THREE OTHER DEPARTMENTS INTO NEW DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. 
HOWEVER, RECOGNIZING BOTH MCMICHAEL'S ABILITY AND 
PERMANENT HEAD STATUS AND SPECIAL NATURE OF ENVIRONMENT 
FUNCTION, A SEPARATE DIRECTORATE OF ENVIRONMENT CREATED 
WITHIN NEW DEPARTMENT WITH MCMICHAEL AS DIRECTOR. 

2. DR. MCMICHAEL'S SCIENTIFIC QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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POSITION (MA AND PHD IN BIOLOGY FROM HARVARD) CAN T 
BE DENIED AND HE APPEARS TO HAVE PROVED HIS ADMINISTRATIVE 
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ABILITY IN SUCH INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT POSITION AS 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR, AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM; DIRECTOR, 
NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE OF N.S.W.; PRESIDENT, 

RIVER MURRAY COMMISSION AND SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT. 

3. FYI: DESPITE MCMICHAEL'S CLEAR ABILITY AND 
QUALIFICATIONS, HE PRESUMABLY POSES SOMEWHAT OF A 
PROBLEM FOR GOA AS OFFICER WITH PERMANENT HEAD RANK 
AND STATUS, BUT WITHOUT DEPARTMENT TO RUN. CREATION 
OF SEMI-INDEPENDENT "DIRECTORATE "WITHIN A DEPARTMENT 
IS AN UNUASUAL PRECEDENT AND SHOULD MCMICHAEL GET 
UNEP POSITION IT DOUBTFUL DIRECTORATE WILL BE 
CONTINUED. 

PERCIVAL 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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